The Universal Provider

with his wife a scheme whereby the latter bought
provisions at Whiteley's and resold them elsewhere,
while he intercepted the vouchers for the sales and
destroyed them. By contrast with these elaborate and
serious robberies there were countless petty pilferings,
against the perpetrators of which Whiteley pressed
home legal proceedings with a ruthless disregard of
any extenuating circumstances. Thus in 1889 a carver
in the provisions department received a sentence of six
weeks' imprisonment for pocketing a shilling which he
picked off the counter, and in 1896 Whiteley sued a
clerk who had been twelve years in his employ, who
was married, and was helping to support his mother,
brother, and sisters, for stealing " on a sudden im-
pulse " the sum of two shillings, which, when accused,
he immediately offered to return! From 1890 onward
errand-boys and delivery-men were constantly being
prosecuted for withholding small sums paid them by
customers. In short, the amount of petty thieving for
which Whiteley felt himself called upon to put his
employees in the dock was more than was good for his
reputation as a manager of men.

There was one other feature of Whiteley's charac-
ter, necessarily obscure in its details, which yet played
an important part in the ultimate tragedy of his life.
The Universal Provider, soon after his establishment
in Westbourne Grove, began to acquire the name of a
ladies5 man. This was due not merely to his popularity
with his lady customers, but also to rumours of the
gay life which he led when c off duty.' Whiteley did
not always proceed at the week-end to his country
home at Finchley, there to enjoy domestic and rural
pursuits. On the contrary, he formed the habit of